
 

 

 S-036 (10/2008) 
02102025.1435 Page 1 of 1 

2025 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  
 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA    

    JOINT COMMITTEE ON PUBLIC COUNSEL OVERSIGHT 
 Senator Bradley, Alternating Chair 
 Representative Smith, Alternating Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Monday, February 17, 2025 

TIME: 3:30—5:30 p.m. 
PLACE: Toni Jennings Committee Room, 110 Senate Building 

SENATE MEMBERS: Senator Bradley, Alternating Chair; Senators Arrington, Burgess, Calatayud, Gruters, Ingoglia, and 
Osgood 

HOUSE MEMBERS: Representative Smith, Alternating Chair; Representatives Albert, Alvarez, J., Gentry, Gerwig, 
Griffitts, and Rosenwald 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
 
 

 
Selection of Public Counsel for next term. 
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The 2024 Florida Statutes

Title XXVII
RAILROADS AND OTHER REGULATED

UTILITIES

Chapter 350
FLORIDA PUBLIC SERVICE

COMMISSION

View Entire
Chapter

350.061 Public Counsel; appointment; oath; restrictions on Public Counsel and his or her employees.—
(1) The committee designated by joint rule of the Legislature or by agreement between the President of the

Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives as the Committee on Public Counsel Oversight shall
appoint a Public Counsel to represent the general public of Florida before the Florida Public Service Commission.
The Public Counsel shall be an attorney admitted to practice before the Florida Supreme Court, shall be appointed
for a term of 4 years, and may be reappointed thereafter, provided that a person appointed as the Public Counsel
may not serve more than 12 consecutive years in the position. However, the time served by the Public Counsel
before July 1, 2020, may not be considered in applying the limitation on consecutive years of service. The Public
Counsel shall be appointed by a majority vote of the committee appointees of each house and may be removed
from office by a majority vote of the committee appointees of each house. A person may continue as Public Counsel
beyond the 4-year term until his or her successor is appointed and takes office, unless the person is removed by a
vote of the committee. The Committee on Public Counsel Oversight shall receive applications, conduct interviews,
and appoint a Public Counsel to a 4-year term beginning on March 1, 2021, and every 4 years thereafter. The Public
Counsel shall perform his or her duties independently. Vacancies in the office shall be filled for the remainder of
the unexpired term in the same manner as the original appointment.

(2) The Public Counsel shall take and subscribe to the oath of office required of state officers by the State
Constitution.

(3) No officer or full-time employee of the Public Counsel shall actively engage in any other business or
profession; serve as the representative of any political party or on any executive committee or other governing
body thereof; serve as an executive, officer, or employee of any political party, committee, organization, or
association; receive remuneration for activities on behalf of any candidate for public office; or engage on behalf of
any candidate for public office in the solicitation of votes or other activities in behalf of such candidacy. Neither
the Public Counsel nor any employee of the Public Counsel shall become a candidate for election to public office
unless he or she shall first resign from his or her office or employment.

History.—s. 1, ch. 74-195; s. 2, ch. 81-318; s. 6, ch. 87-50; s. 535, ch. 95-148; s. 6, ch. 2005-132; s. 35, ch. 2008-227; s. 29, ch. 2011-34;
s. 1, ch. 2020-137.
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350.0611 Public Counsel; duties and powers.—It shall be the duty of the Public Counsel to provide legal
representation for the people of the state in proceedings before the commission and in proceedings before counties
pursuant to s. 367.171(8). The Public Counsel shall have such powers as are necessary to carry out the duties of his
or her office, including, but not limited to, the following specific powers:

(1) To recommend to the commission or the counties, by petition, the commencement of any proceeding or
action or to appear, in the name of the state or its citizens, in any proceeding or action before the commission or
the counties and urge therein any position which he or she deems to be in the public interest, whether consistent
or inconsistent with positions previously adopted by the commission or the counties, and utilize therein all forms of
discovery available to attorneys in civil actions generally, subject to protective orders of the commission or the
counties which shall be reviewable by summary procedure in the circuit courts of this state;

(2) To have access to and use of all files, records, and data of the commission or the counties available to any
other attorney representing parties in a proceeding before the commission or the counties;

(3) In any proceeding in which he or she has participated as a party, to seek review of any determination,
finding, or order of the commission or the counties, or of any hearing examiner designated by the commission or
the counties, in the name of the state or its citizens;

(4) To prepare and issue reports, recommendations, and proposed orders to the commission, the Governor, and
the Legislature on any matter or subject within the jurisdiction of the commission, and to make such
recommendations as he or she deems appropriate for legislation relative to commission procedures, rules,
jurisdiction, personnel, and functions; and

(5) To appear before other state agencies, federal agencies, and state and federal courts in connection with
matters under the jurisdiction of the commission, in the name of the state or its citizens.

History.—s. 1, ch. 74-195; s. 1, ch. 77-174; s. 2, ch. 81-318; s. 6, ch. 87-50; s. 536, ch. 95-148; s. 12, ch. 2000-350; s. 2, ch. 2001-145.
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350.0612 Public Counsel; location.—The Public Counsel shall maintain his or her office in Leon County on
the premises of the commission or, if suitable space there cannot be provided, at such other place convenient to
the offices of the commissioners as will enable him or her to carry out expeditiously the duties and functions of his
or her office.

History.—s. 1, ch. 74-195; s. 2, ch. 81-318; s. 6, ch. 87-50; s. 537, ch. 95-148.
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350.0613 Public Counsel; employees; receipt of pleadings.—The committee may authorize the Public
Counsel to employ clerical and technical assistants whose qualifications, duties, and responsibilities the committee
shall from time to time prescribe. The committee may from time to time authorize retention of the services of
additional attorneys or experts to the extent that the best interests of the people of the state will be better served
thereby, including the retention of expert witnesses and other technical personnel for participation in contested
proceedings before the commission. The commission shall furnish the Public Counsel with copies of the initial
pleadings in all proceedings before the commission, and if the Public Counsel intervenes as a party in any
proceeding he or she shall be served with copies of all subsequent pleadings, exhibits, and prepared testimony, if
used. Upon filing notice of intervention, the Public Counsel shall serve all interested parties with copies of such
notice and all of his or her subsequent pleadings and exhibits.

History.—s. 1, ch. 74-195; s. 2, ch. 81-318; s. 6, ch. 87-50; s. 538, ch. 95-148.
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350.0614 Public Counsel; compensation and expenses.—
(1) The salaries and expenses of the Public Counsel and his or her employees shall be allocated by the

committee only from moneys appropriated to the Public Counsel by the Legislature.
(2) The Legislature declares and determines that the Public Counsel is under the legislative branch of

government within the intention of the legislation as expressed in chapter 216, and no power shall be in the
Executive Office of the Governor or its successor to release or withhold funds appropriated to it, but the same shall
be available for expenditure as provided by law.

(3) Neither the Executive Office of the Governor nor the Department of Management Services or its successor
shall have power to determine the number, or fix the compensation, of the employees of the Public Counsel or to
exercise any manner of control over them.

(4) Notwithstanding subsection (1), the operating budget, as approved jointly by the President of the Senate
and the Speaker of the House of Representatives from the moneys appropriated to the Public Counsel by the
Legislature, constitutes the allocation under which the Public Counsel will manage the duties of his or her office.
The Public Counsel:

(a) Shall submit an annual budget request to the Legislature in the format, detail, and schedule determined by
the President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

(b) May employ technical and clerical personnel and retain additional counsel and experts, including expert
witnesses. In employing such personnel, retaining additional counsel and experts, and exercising all other
administrative duties of the office, the Public Counsel must follow applicable provisions of the most recent version
of the Joint Policies and Procedures of the Presiding Officers. Any guidance for administrative issues not addressed
by the Joint Policies and Procedures of the Presiding Officers requires consultation and joint agreement of the
President of the Senate and the Speaker of the House of Representatives.

This subsection expires July 1, 2024.
History.—s. 1, ch. 74-195; s. 120, ch. 79-190; s. 2, ch. 81-318; s. 6, ch. 87-50; s. 121, ch. 92-279; s. 55, ch. 92-326; s. 539, ch. 95-148; s.

7, ch. 2005-132; s. 36, ch. 2008-227; s. 30, ch. 2011-34; s. 71, ch. 2021-37; s. 90, ch. 2022-157; s. 80, ch. 2023-240.
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